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Dear Friends,

| am pleased to join you in marking the 57! International Day
for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. On this day, we
remember the 69 peaceful protesters who were killed on March

| 21,1960 because they spoke out against South Africa's
| repressive apartheid regime.

| wanted to thank Sahayatra for organizing this online dialogue
to commemorate the March 21%' tragedy and for their
leadership in raising awareness about the practices of
descent-based racial and caste discrimination world-wide.
Know that you can continue to count on my support for your
call to action to end the caste system of discrimination against
the Dalit population of Nepal. It is through committed
organizations like yours that all people can work towards
progress.

Every day, too many of our neighbours and community
members — people of colour, Indigenous peoples, refugees,
and immigrants — are harmed, harassed, and denied their
rights and access to services just for the way they look or
where they are from.

Regrettably, recent anti-immigrant and anti-refugee sentiments
are fueling the sparks of intolerance. Harmful political rhetoric
is justifying violent acts against racialized people in Canada
and around the world.

This isn't right, and we cannot stand by as it happens. We all
have an obligation to stand up and speak out with conviction
to counter racism, hatred, and intolerance. But as important as
they are, our individual efforts to stamp out racism and hate
are not enough.

To truly eliminate racial discrimination, we must come together
as a society to address the discrimination that has been built
into our systems. In this spirit, let us commit to redoubling our
efforts to create inclusive workplaces, communities, policies,
and laws.
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New Democrats are unwavering in our determination to push
for these changes and so much more. Together, we can make
a difference and build a better Canada for all of us.

On International Day for the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination, it is my hope that Canadians will be
encouraged to join the international effort for justice, fairness,
and equality; and help eliminate racism and intolerance.

| wish you all the best with your continuing efforts to uphold human
rights and defend the victims of racial and caste discrimination.

Warmest regards,

Jagmeet Singh, MP (Burnaby South)
Leader, Canada’'s New Democrats
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